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Penpals for
Handwriting

Parent Support




Nursery and Reception

Messages for Parents
PENPALS for Hand,wn',ting

At Foundation stege, your child will b2 fecusing on developing the necessary fine and gross motor
skills in readiness for handwriting. They will practise a range of patterns including dets, waves and
zig zags to prepare them for lefter lormation.

Prepanofion lot handwiifing invalves developing
lerinr ey areas

L. Gooit molor conlral:
The cornilral and co-ordinalion ol e b}gmmm
e bady con maks,

1. Fine molol canfrosl:
E&u'ugublumm-lumm&mmmulluam
hand and Sngers.

1. Viswni confrob
“ﬂ!.l-ﬁgml‘l!!‘ﬂ airnd @yd mavermenls ara mrtrng
wll logadher.

4. Spalial confrol:
Halping chldran bo be able ba miove Bemaslsed
Eﬂl‘lﬂmqﬁ a mmﬂﬁﬂhﬂfﬂﬁ&ﬂﬂﬂ

direction (lef/right) and plane (horzonbal fvertical)
and eventuoily helping Mem 1o transfes thol sense

of space an 10 pape:.

&5 parl o Feveloping confidence in these oy
aredm children bogin lo explore polerns and banic
lattet shapet. We axperiman! wilth The loHowing six
baale pelleins dnd Melr varkalland s ey piovida
sz cellet| preparmiich fof more formal wark

o letter formation:

- Investigating dets.

- Investigating straight lines ond crosses.

- Invesligalting cicles.

- Investigating curves, loops and woves.

- Invesligating joined slhaight Fres and angied
pofierms,

© Invesligating eights and spirals,

Here ofe o Thinge yod can do of heme ho
develop ihess Ly Qreot

* May with o ball, e.g. kick, calch, Brow and boaunce.

- Play with hoops, fisbees and silts
(Ihe upside-down Sawerpol kind).

+ Eneourage play an elimbing lrames, sidas and
awirge in e park.

© Play wih laige scole bulding kils.

* Enjoy Enger rhmed.

- Encourage yaur child lo make fings and model
things {a.q. sulfing, sicking, moulding, cooking,
and hreading} using a range of materals
{e.g. dough, Paslicing®, weod).

+ Encourags your child ko experiment wilh a range of

Isois and equipment (e.g. pen, pencils, chayans,
feil lips, seissors, hale puniches and Tweapes).

+ Shove jigsow puzses and board gomes.

- Frevide oppedtunilies for painling, celouring and
‘making marks’ en dflerent sizes of pape:.

- Enjoy household tasks logethet (e.g mixng
ingredsents with implements or hands, using a
dusipan and brush, seasning compaost inlo plant
pols and digging in e gorden).




Year One

f; - Messages for Parents
y 2 PENPALS for Handwntmg

During this year, correct letter formation should become an aufomatic habit. Don't encourage
your child fo write foo small or too guickly. Trying to enforce small handwriting foo soen can lead
ta a very cramped style, which is then difficult fo make flueni. At the very end of this year, children
will begin to join some pairs of letters within a word.

At o reminder, corect letter Tormation for lowercose letfers is as foBows. The amows show the direction of pour
child's pancil:

abcdefghijkimn
@pqrstuvwxgz

Conpiteri baiars card fowmad as Enilows

ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
POQRSTUVWXY Z

Yiour ehiled will 8fill be Hhirking ataut he fou efer fomiliss {smilar lefter shopes grouped logether 1o heln chidnen
et letets corsisterthy).

LongHegged girafle litujy lt LITUJTY

Crie-arrmed ot rbnhmkp RBNHMKP

Cuny caterpilior cadosqgqef ffss CADOSGQEF
Treng mondtes IV WX zz ZVWX

Leter combinations ck qu ai igh se 22 0a ow th wh

These four joing are infreduced al Bve and of the year, so if your child & keen 1o stan joining, then hess ane
o goed place 1o slan,

Diagonal join lo scendes ch Diagonal join, no mcender @i

Horinandal join ho ascendes Horinondal join, v cacender




Year Two

Messages for Parents

penpatLs for Handwriting
During this sehool year, your child will learn all of the basic handwriting joins. Hewewer, if your child
isn't confident forming all their letters yet, they should concentrate on this before they wormry about
joining. Your child will gradually be infreduced toe more pairs of letters that are joined in the same
wiay. At first, they are only asked fo copy joins that they have seen belore, but gradually they are
encouraged to explore and experiment joining meore and more letters with the joins they know.
This should be encouraged il they begin to nalurally explare - there's no paint in holding them back.

For example, the movement for the join H-'h[l.l‘hndﬂnhljulnhnmmllr}humﬂri‘hlm
as for joining oft, of, ot, ob and so on - se your child may noturally begin to discover this.

Once o join hos been intoduced between pain af kelers fe.g. wh), vour child will always be expecied bo copy e
rricdel shewing thase joined lefler pais wheneve: they wile those keltenIn this wary, they will gradually be nhoduced
te e idea of jaining mote Ihan one pai of letes within a ward,

Iy e Bescal Berrm of Yoo 2, your ehild will e inlroduced o olher pairs of leflers lal ae jeined using the same jeining
slrokes, il they have nol alfeady begun to idenity and use Bwm.

i this year your ehild moy well 53 a best or check. In Engéand e SATS heal for ¥2 occurs in e Surmmer Tetm and
handwiifing is part af the Englsh test. Althaugh Ihe fodmal English papers don't melude o wiiling test, childen's
wiiling will be aseswed by el leoeher, Pupils will De asked 1o wiite o sharl plece ond Feil leacher will ook al thei
handwiiling o par of his. They need lo show legible wifing including:

+ Fedming lowarcose lallers cormeclly, using some of the dagonal and hotizonal sirokes nesded bo join ethrs,

= Wriling capilal elars of Ihe comes) sive and relalionship 1o lowerooss laBers.

- Spocing theil words comacty.

= To be orvmdked "'working owoids” of ‘wodking of expected’ shandards, pupils oo Aol need 1o demonsinabe
joined up handwiling.

+ To be owosded ‘working al greatar depi' al the end of key doge 1, pupils musd demonsirole joinsd up
handwiiing. wsing e dagonal and hodonbal sirokes needed o join lethes in most of theds willing.

Jain leMersin this box  Tolefers in this box  Joins faught
Diogonaljoin | acellt hklt ch, th, ck, al, el, at, i, i,
by ExssEtmrc ok, ot, ob, ol
Diagana jain, eLnry ai, ay, ir, er, ie, ue, ee, le, ar, ur,
Fo acerhed mr T ‘-II-HI',ﬂ'.I"!,
acdeikln | il ¥
tu acdgs ea, ig, dg, ng, ed, cc, eq, ic, ad, ug,
(orficiockwise letters) | dd, aq, a4, es, o3, ng, di, i, 1, ta, ks
Hexizerihad join,
okt o — elnpruvwy | ow, ou oe ve or, o, oy, on, op, OV
aedgos | oo, ou, wa, wo, oc, og, od, va, vo
(arliciockwise leters)
—— T | h | wh, oh n
o ascendar
Brenk befers

Thmlm:dnml}nir:g_;xy Z

We do nol join from these letters yet. b fp g s r




Year Three

Messages for Parents
PENPALS for HandAA/Titing

During Yeors 3 and 4, your child will be infroduced fo he idea of joining most of the leflers in o word
and fo trickier joins swch as joining from 1, 5 and [

As he mowerment 1o jons becomes mone lamicr ond fuert, 1he ocus Moves 10 develop a rect and even sty ke by
0N Of 428 Ord Proparion. POl Sowwonts drches and Ipocing.

Jouming lefler 3oty lor Yeor 3/Primory 4

Diagonad jois lo cacender (¢ o af)
Thiss o & Laed 10 join lelen In i Do 10 leften I e Doa.
" abcdehiklmnpsts | [ bfhklt
Diagonal jois, no ascender (¢ g dd)
This join 8 Lsed 10 join lelen in B box 10 heftens I s Do,
acdehikimngstu 2 ( eijmnpruvwy
l ‘acdgogqs
Morzontol join, so aacender (¢ G WT)
This join 1 Lsed 10 join Il In s box 10 heftens In s Do
{' forvw \: {, eijmnpruvwy
L ‘acdgogqs '
Horizontal join o ascender (4 g oMy
This ok 8 Lsed 10 Join leflers In e Do 10 leftens In s bos.
forvw ? { bfhkit
Brechk leften

Thase ehers 4o nol join. Theae e GO nol join .
f' gjxyz ] | bp

\




Year Four

Messages for Parents
PENPALS for HandM/TitiILg

During Yeors 3 ond 4, your child will be introduced 1o the idea of joining most of the lefers in o word
and fo trickier joins such as joining from 1, 5 and |

As the movermend 1o jon Decomes mone lamicr ond fuert, he focus Mowes 10 develop O Pect and even siyle by
HOORING of 08 O PropOrion. DOrdid owfwert STokes and IPOCIng.

Joiming lefter 3oty lor Yeor 4/Primory 8

Diogenat jois to escender (¢ 3 Gf)
This ol & waed 10 Join lelen In e box .. 10 lften i o Doa.
[ abcdehiklmnpsts | [ bfhklt .
Diogonal jois, no ascender (4 g da)
This Join & Laed 10 join leflen n e Dox 10 e In B Do
[T acdehikimngstu \ ( eijmnpruvwy I
‘ | ‘acdgogqgs l
Morzonial join, ao cacender (¢ o WD)
This join 5 Lsed 10 join heftens in s bos 0 leften 1 Ta bor
[ forvw \\.' ( cijmnpruvwy I
| ‘acdgogqgs l
Morzoniol jon lo ascender (v g ON)
This join i used 10 join leflen in s box 10 leftens in s Do
( forvw ] ( bfhklt
Brech lettens
Thase miers 3o ret (oo T lutuns 0o not jan ot
( 9jy ]| x 2




Year Five

Messages for Parents
PENPALS for Handwriting

This year we are working on @ more sioped style 1o enable speedier writing. All of the letters and
mhﬂmnumnmn-mnnmnwu--m
We will also focus on issues of proportion, size, legidility and different styles for different purposes.

Fot sterence Pure 0re P lowercome wiers n Be Mot soped iy

abcdeftghy/elmno
pqruvwxyz -

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNO
PQRSTUVWXY/

[ abcdehiklmnpsts | | bfhklt

Diagonal join, so cscender (¢ da)
This Join s used 10 JOIn Meilers in ths box . .. 1o eiers in tha box

[" acdehikimngstu ( i cijmapruvwy

' } d9oq
Horlsondal join, no ascender (4 g WD)
Ths Join 18 ubedd 10 JOIN Mihers in thas box . .. 10 eihers in thas box
» forvw [ l ecijmapruvwy

— . 490: -

Horizonted join to ascender (¢ g of)
This Join 8 st 10 jOin Mfhers In Ihs o & witers 1 tha box
( forvw 1 ( bfhklt
Srect enes

Thase leten co nol join. Thase Mflers 0 not join yel

919




Year Six

Messages for Parents
PENPALS for Handwﬁw’lg

Our emphasis This yeor i3 on developing 0 Personal 108!, Ruen! ond legibie hondwriting style
Chilaren ore given opportunities 1o proctise o of ways of joining, with the expeciation thot
hey will develop a style that ‘works' for them. children confinue to focus on key

Al he end of P yeot e My well De O et begn dary educaton In Ingland he

SAN sl 1r Y8 G Cun I he Survemar lerm and Rardeniting & port of the Engien sl AThough Pe

1ommas Englaih POpen G0N T NChue O wiling lesl ChCIen s wiling wil De d Dy Pl eoche: Mupis wil be
Qshed 10 witle O har! prece and Gl part of s, s handeriing will be assessed They houd be

- MOAUONgG wEtie j0red handw: ng
- Mortonng Qb Suency ond eed I FOrOWEng Dy choosng whefher o fof 10 01 DeOic ety

Joining letier sets for Y&/ P

Dragonal join Yo ascender (v g ()

T a0 8 aed Y0 Yo Wlen I Pes Dox 10 Wl = P box

i abcdehikimnpste ‘ bfhklt |

N - . - - ~

Ovagonal join. no ascender (v 5 41

T Join 8 W d 10 JOn len n Pes Do 10 e n s Do

p . p 5

| abcdehikimnpgstu | L cifjmmpruvwy [

- - . -4
l ‘acdgogqs l

Moreontol join. No ascender (¢ J .

This Join 18 Laed 10 JOIn e n P box 10 e i e box

( Y ( 3y

| Jorvw | [ ecijmmpruvwy l
[ ‘acdgogqs {

Mortzontol join 1o ascender (4G oh) '

s Join 18 Lsed 10 JOIn lers in s b 10 Melers in s box.

( forvw | bfhklt |

Personcl style

5 DOt 10 eaperTrert wihh New lefler mOons and K 1 Gevwiop O Penondl iie

Breck lefters Jors s nct usucily mode 1 o hom

Jora ase Nl usuclly mOSe o Pese Pne when Dl you Moy wih o by

Mofars, Duf yous Oy w0 Wy e Byt vanaofons

L 9y oy | | vz *3 |

ANernotise Mer MODEs Ond jouns

:A W g m th v oum ‘L © acocives emen




