Penpals for Handwriting

Parent Support




Nursery and Reception

Messages for Parents
PENPALS for Handwriting

At Foundation stoge, your child will be fecusing on developing the necessary fine and gross motor

skills in readiness for handwriting. They will practise a range of patterns including dots, waves and
zig zogs to prepare them for letter tormation.

Prepamafion iod handwiifing involves developing Herte are weime hinga you coh do af home ho

|eviar Kily Srmis Devekop Ihei= Loy Sreox

L Giods moler conirgl: + Flay with o ball, e.g. kick, catch, hnow and bounce.
The earnlral and co-ordinalion ol e b}gmmﬂ
e Bady Soh make. = PMay with hoops, fisbess and stills

{Ihe upside-down Bowerpal kind).

1. Fine molod canlhol:
Being able 1o ine-dune the movernants of B anm, + Encourage play on climbing ames, ddes and
hand ond Engers. aveirigs in B park.

1. Viswai eonfrok * Phay with losge scobe bulding kite
Meking suse hand and eye movemeants are working

4. Epalial confroi: » Encourage your child o moke hings and modsl
Halping childran ba be abls bo move Bweamaslbees things (.. culling, slicking, moulding, cooking,
confidenly in a space with an awareness ol sewing and hreading) uting a range of maberals
diresction (laffright) and péane (horzonbal/veicol) {e.g. dough, Plasicine®, waod).
and eventually hedping Bem (o tronsfes thol senos
of space an 1o paps:. - Encounsge your child ks experimant with a range af

isois and equipment (e.g. pen, pencils, chayans,
feil lipa, seissors, hale puniches and Twespes).

&5 parl of Feveloping confidence in these oy » Shore jigsow purses and board Qo

aredm children bogin lo explore polerns and banic

lafter shapes. We axperiman! with The foHowing six + Provide opporiunities for painling, colouring ond
baale pelleins dnd Melr varkallsnd s ey piovida 'I'I'Iﬂ\'..ll'.g ke oFy m;{mﬁpupﬁ_

sz cellet] preparmiicn fof mote lormal wark

an lelter formation: + Enjoy household basks fogeliher (e.g mixdng

ingredsents with implements or hands, using a
dusipan and buh, scosping compest inlo plant
- Investigaling dots. pols and digging in e gorden).
- Invesligating staight lines and croases.
- Investigating circles.
- Investigaling joined slraight Bhes and angied
patlems

- Inveslicating eights and spirol.




Year One

Messages for Parents

t., PENPALS jor Handwriting

During this year, correct letter formation should become an aufomatic habit. Don't encourage
yaur child o wrife too small or too guickly. Trying to enforee small handwriting feo soon can lead
to a very cramped style, which is then difficult fo make fiueni. At the very end ei this year, children
will begin to join some pairs of letters within a word.

A o reminder, comact lettar Tarmation fof kwer-code lelers i a4 loBowd. The aimows thow Ihe difection of your
chilid's panel:

abcdefghijkimn
oparstuvwxyz

Conpita balfevs ove formad as ioifows:

ABCDEFGHIJKLMN
PQRSTUVWXY Z

Wizur child will &5l be thinking aboul 1he o eSer fomilies {smilar eier shopas groupsd logether 1o haln childoen

featrm leBiers consistentty).

LongHegged girafe litujy lt LITUJY

Cne-armved ool rbnhmkp RENHMKP

Cuty eatarpillas cadosqgqef  ffss CADOSGQEF
Tpeayg monshar IUwWX zz ZVWX

Laler combinalions ck qu ai igh se 22 pa ow ch wh

These tour joing are infraduced at he end of the year, so if your child & keen o star joining, then these ane
a good place o slan,

ai

Diagonal join lo ascende: ch

Horizondal join fo ascender  wh

Diaganal join, no acender

Horizonlal join, no cscender gy




Year Two
Messages for Parents o
penpats for Handwriting

During this sehoal year, your child will learn all of the basic handwriting jons. Hewewer, il your child
isn't confident forming all their letters yet, they should concentrate on this before they wormry about
|eining. Your child will gradually be infroeduced to more pairs of letiers that are joined in the same
way. At first, they are only asked fo copy joins that they have seen before, but gradually they are
encouraged te explore and experiment joining meore and more letters with the joins they know.

This should be encouraged il they begin to nalurally explare - there's no paint in holding them back.
For example, the movement for the join Hﬂlﬂj;lﬂhﬂﬂhl]dnhnmﬂlr}hnmﬂrﬂnm

as for joining of, of, of, ob and so on - so your child may noturally begin to discover this.

Once @ join hos been intoduced between pains of lelles (e wh), vour child will always be expecied ko copy fe
rricdel shewing Ihase joined lefler pois wheneve: they wilke those keltenIn this way, they will gredually be nhoduced
b v Iddea of joining mote than one pai of lees within a ward,

Iy Thes Enal Tarm of Yeos 2, your child will be infroduced 1o oiher pairs of leften hal oe joined using the same joining
slrokes, it they have nol already begun b idendity and use Bwm.

i this year your ehild moy well 83 a best or check. In England e SATS ledl for Y2 occurs in e Surmmer Tetm and

handwrifing Is part of the English tes. Althaugh the faimal English papers don't include o wiling test, childsen's

wiiling will be asseswed by el leocher, Pupils will be asked 1o wiite o sharl plece ond Meir leacher will ook af thei

handwriling oz par of his_ They nesd o show legible wifing ineluding:

= Fefming howescose lelhers cormectly, using some of the diagonal and horizonial sirokes nesded bo join lethaes.

- Wrifing capilal lelers of he corect sive and relafionship o lowerease lalers.

- Bpocing heir words cartectly.

- T be owoted 'working lewas' of ‘wodking of expected” slandards, pupils 86 not need io demonstrate
jedned U hondwiling.

- To be pwosded ‘working a greater depy’ al he end of key Soge 1, pupils mus! demansirale jsined up
handwiting, using e diagonal and horzontal sirokes needed 1o join kelters in mog of thei willing.

Join Letters in this box  To lefters in this box Joins taught
Diagonatjoin | acellt hklt ch, th, ck, al, el, at, i, ill,
ter scrnder ok, ot, ob, ol
DCeaganal join, eLnry ai, ay, ir, er, e, ue, ee, le, ar, ur,
i CscEnhe in, wi, ey, aw, an, ip
acdeikln |
tu acdgs eq, ig, dg, ng, ed, cc, eqg, ic, ad, ug,
(oriciockwise letters) | dd, ag, a4, ed, o3, n4, dd, is, i, b, ks
Hestizeriad join,
iri jain o BLAPprUY WY ow, O, o, e, or, o, oy, o, o, ov
acdgos | oo, ou, wa, wo, ot, og, od, va, vo
(anficiockwise lefiers)
— T h | wh, oh N
o astendar
Break bethers

MIHﬁHﬂdﬂl‘rﬂl]ﬂitgjxy Z

We o nof join from thess lettees yet b fpg s r




