
 

 
 

Phase 3 Phonic Support 
In Phase 3 children are taught 25 new graphemes one at a time. These are following the order set out 
below. During Phase 3, children will also learn the letter names and continue to consolidate the sounds 
learnt in Phase 2.  

 

Set 6 j / v / w / x 
Set 7 y / z / zz / qu  
Consonant Digraphs ch / sh / th / ng 

Vowel Digraphs/Trigraphs  ai / ee / igh / oa / oo / ar / or 
ur / ow / oi / ear / air / ure / 

er 
 

Jolly Phonic Actions to support sound acquisition.  

At Lister Infants we use the Jolly Phonics programme to support sound acquisition. Jolly Phonics uses a 
multi-sensory approach when introducing each letter sound with fun actions, stories and songs. Please 
see below for each sounds action. 
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The children know 19 phonemes (from phase 2) and are able to blend and segment simple cvc 
words with these. In phase 3, the children will continue to use their phase 2 knowledge and learn 
another 25 phonemes, most of them comprising of two letters e.g. ai, ch and they will learn the 
letters/groups of letters that represent them (graphemes). In this phase the children will focus on 
reading and writing the phonemes and by the end of phase 3 they should be able to represent 
42 phonemes as graphemes.   

The children will continue to practise blending (for reading) and segmenting (for spelling) CVC 
words. They will apply their knowledge of segmenting and blending when spelling and reading 
simple two-syllable words and captions.  

As the children learn a new phoneme, they will practice reading and spelling words with this 
phoneme e.g. ai – rain, pain, hail. They will read words that are real and nonsense words, such 
as laig, tain. The children are still encouraged to use their sounds to decode words however we 
encourage them to use a range of other strategies to help them gain fluency in their reading. The 
children will also learn that the grapheme ‘oo’ represents more than one sound e.g. good and 
boot, they will also learn that ‘th’ sound represents more than one sound but you need to listen 
carefully to hear the difference e.g them, thumb.  

The children are taught to read more tricky words in Phase 3, including ‘me,’ ‘was,’ ‘my,’ and 
‘you,’. They learn the names of the letters, as well as the sounds they make. This helps with 
spelling later on. This phase takes around 12 weeks to complete. By the end, children should be 
able to say the sound made by most, or all, phase 2 and 3 graphemes, blend and read CVC 
words made from these graphemes, read new tricky words and write these graphemes when 
writing simple words or captions.  



It must always be remembered that phonics is the step up to word recognition. Automatic reading 
of all words – decodable and tricky – is the ultimate goal.  

Once the children are confident with Phase 3 and can blend and segment they will move on to Phase 4. 
(see phonics tab for Phase 4 information)  


