
Maths in the early years



Developing maths in the early years.

• Playing, e.g. block play, number rhymes

• Games and activities indoors and out, e.g. cooking, goal 
scoring

• Making the most of routines, e.g. snack time, tidying up

• During key worker time and directed time

• Fun, hands on and in a meaningful context



Problem solving 

• Young children need problems:
• Which they understand –in familiar contexts,
• Where the outcomes matter to them -even if imaginary,
• Where they have control of the process,
• Involving mathematics with which they are confident.

Do you need to add, subtract, divide or times to get the 
answer?

+      =                    





Big, small Biggest, smallest, longer, shorter, 
taller

Round one, flat one Square, triangle, sphere, cube, 
corner, side, face

Heavy, light, full, empty Heaviest, lightest, balance, the 
same

On, in, under Behind, next to, in between

Less, more, a lot, a little, the same Add, plus, altogether, makes, equals, 
takeaway, share, half,                                     
double

Before, later, soon, weekend

Lots of counting (including zero 0),order, next

In games (5, 4, 3, 2, 1 blast-off, hop scotch)

Songs (1, 2, 3, 4, 5, once I caught a fish alive) 

Time “its 8 o'clock, lets get ready for nursery”

Money “That will be 20p please” 

Daily language developing into mathematical language.























How can you support at home?

• Have fun, playing with mathematical ideas
• Observe your child. Look, listen and note-share with us their magic moments or 

in their learning journals.
• Keep an eye on the website/Newsletter for ideas of ways to support your child 

at home
• Use ideas from the Parents Guide

Check out websites like:
www.ictgames.co.uk
http://nrich.maths.org/early-years(Further resources section)




